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Dear Wes, 
 
RE; Bio-security in Northern Bass Strait; Extension of closure until 5 July, 2008 
 
I write on behalf of the Board of the Tasmanian Abalone Council Ltd. 
 
Thank you for your letter of the 14th May where you explain the reasoning for 
extending the start date of the 2008 Northern Bass Strait abalone fishery to the 5th of 
July. The TAC Ltd Board endorses the precautionary approach being adopted as part 
of the management of this section of the Tasmanian commercial abalone fishery due 
to the risk posed by abalone viral ganglioneuritus (AVG) that is currently active in 
some sections of the Victorian abalone resource. 
 
The intention to mandate the bio-security protocols is also endorsed by the TAC Ltd 
as compliance is of paramount importance and participating fishers must share the 
responsibility and fully cooperate in managing the AVG risk. 
 
Having stated our support for this process I must however make comment on the way 
in which DPIW have managed the development of protocols for this particular 
harvesting exercise thus far. 
 
I will preface my comments by stating at the outset that I have received a number of 
complaints from abalone fishers regarding the “last minute” alteration to the start date. 
As you can appreciate, participation in this remote section of the fishery requires a 
significant degree of forethought and planning and to be informed at the eleventh hour 
that the start date has been delayed is indicative of poor planning on the part of DPIW. 
 
The delay of a further six weeks means that the ability to fish this remote section of 
Bass Strait during the more settled autumn period will be lost and fishers will now be 




