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	TASMANIAN ABALONE COUNCIL LTD
262 Argyle Street, Hobart 7000
Telephone: 03 62 311 955 Facsimile 03 62 311 966

Email: admin@tasabalone.com.au
ACN No. 009 590 578


TAC Code of Practice

& Abalone Open Water Dive Training Package

Thank you for your enquiry regarding the Tasmanian Abalone Council Dive Training Package.  I have attached information on the Training, the Industry structure, and the necessary forms.

Please complete the registration form if you are interested in undertaking the training and return at your earliest opportunity.

If you intend applying for recognition of prior learning please ensure you complete the sections and attach copies of any relevant certificates currently held.
I will contact you with proposed course dates etc. on receipt of the completed registration form.

Regards

Jillian Freeman
Administrative Officer
Industry Structure

Tasmania’s Abalone fishery is the single largest Wild Abalone Fishery in the world providing approximately 25% of the total annual world harvest.

There are 125 licensed commercial abalone divers who harvest the current total allowable tonnage per annum.  This is made up of 3500 abalone quota units.  Each unit has a set number of kilograms for each of the 5 zones within the Tasmanian Abalone Fishery.

Industry divers are required to hold a commercial dive (abalone) licence (entitlement) and currently there are a maximum of 125 dive licences in the industry.  Divers are also required to complete the TAC Code Of Practice training course (see attached information).  Dive licences or entitlements are bought and sold but there is only ever 125 active licences operating at any one time.  Entitlements are advertised in the newspaper or through brokers (listed below).

A diver needs to be authorised by the holder of an abalone quota unit before he/she can take the weight of abalone corresponding to the abalone quota unit.  Abalone quota units may be owned by divers themselves or by “non-diving quota holders” who must authorise one of the 125 licensed divers to “catch” their quota unit for an agreed catch rate.

Currently there are approximately 30 licensed abalone processors in Tasmania although only around 15 of these could be regarded as “active” abalone processors.

Broker Contact Details

Mr Robert Rex

4 Red Knights Road

SANDY BAY    7005

Tel:  03 62 252243

Fax:  03 62 250 491

Peter Hazlewood

Oceanpower Marine Brokers Pty Ltd

Tel:  03 63 34 1133

Fax:  03 63 344 854

Phillip Simpson




Alan Gray

PO Box 124





PO Box 39

ST HELENS  7216




SCAMANDER    7215

Tel: 63 725 588




Tel: 6372 5524

Fax: 63 725 599




Fax: 6372 5710

Mobile: 0418 128 838



Mobile: 0417 357 005

TAC Code of Practice

& Abalone Open Water Dive Training Package

There are three components to the training package as detailed below.

The cost is based on the number of participants in each course and the components to be completed by each participant.  Depending on what parts of the course you personally need to undertake it can cost up to $2,500.

1.  Code of Practice

This is in line with the requirements of the Code of Practice and is a minimum of one full day or two days for larger class numbers. 

2.  First Aid for Divers

The First Aid component is based on the St John Ambulance Senior First Aid qualification, however there is an additional diver specific qualification.

The full first aid component involves 3 days training.  However if you hold a current Senior First Aid Certificate you may be eligible for recognition of prior learning (RPL) and therefore only required to complete a part of the course.

To be considered for RPL you will need to provide a copy of any current First Aid Certificates.

3.  Open Water Dive  

The full Open Water Dive training component consists of 4 following parts:- open water dive course, advanced open water, search & recovery, and hookah.

These are all completed with our dive training officer from Aqua Scuba, 271 Elizabeth St, Hobart, Tasmania.

If you have current certificate(s) for other Dive training (eg. NASDA, PADI) you may be eligible for recognition of prior learning (RPL) and therefore only required to complete part of the course (ie a one day assessment).  To be considered for RPL you will need to provide a copy of any current Dive Certificates to this office.

If you have in excess of 100 hours Commercial Abalone Diving Experience within the last three years, you may be entitled to RPL for the whole Open Water Dive component and you should forward a copy of the completed Statutory Declaration with your registration form.  
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Tasmanian Abalone Industry

Code Of Practice &

Abalone Open Water Diving Course

State Code: 1862 ~ National Code: 10315
For several years diving standards for the Tasmanian Abalone industry were regulated by reference to Australian Standard (AS) 2299.  This particular standard is especially relevant to divers engaged on oil rigs and who undertake deep water construction work.  Accordingly AS 2299 was not suitable for the Tasmanian Abalone industry where diving is limited to no more than 30 metres below the surface.

In the circumstances the Tasmanian Abalone industry, through the Tasmanian Abalone Council Ltd and the Tasmanian Fishing Industry Council developed a Code of Practice to suit the requirements of the Tasmanian industry.  The Code of Practice for the Tasmanian Abalone industry will foster safe working practices.  It is based on the vast experience and knowledge of those working in the industry in the Tasmanian setting.

Development  of  the  Competency  Standards
In order to ensure that participants in the Tasmanian Abalone industry meet the appropriate level of duty of care to themselves when diving for abalone, the Tasmanian Abalone Council Ltd has worked in close co-operation with recognition consultants, Tasmanian State Training Authority Support (TASTA Support) to develop competency standards for skill acquisition to be achieved by those entering the Tasmanian Abalone industry for the first time as diving licence holders.  Also the competency standards will be used to undertake an industry assessment process of those abalone diving licence holders who have completed 100 hours or more of abalone diving time.

The areas covered by the standards relate to the safe operation of diving using surface supplied breathing apparatus.  Emphasis has also been given to the identification of occupational hazards, the recognition of signs and symptoms of ailments and the application of appropriate treatment.

The standards will be regularly reviewed as will the Code of Practice. 

New Participants

New participants in the Tasmanian Abalone industry are required, as condition precedent to being granted a diving licence, to become knowledgeable on the Code of Practice for the Tasmanian Abalone Industry and to satisfactorily complete the accredited training program for the Abalone Open Water Diving Course (TAC).

Tasmanian Abalone Council Ltd

262 Argyle Street
HOBART  Tas  7000

Tel: 03 62 311 955    ~    Fax: 03 62 311 966

ABALONE OPEN WATER DIVE COURSE (TAC)

Training Registration Form

Training Applicant Details

Surname:
__________________________________________________

Given Names:
__________________________________________________

Address:
__________________________________________________

Telephone:  Work _____________
Home ___________
Mobile _____________

Fax:  ___________________________   Email: ____________________________

Date of Birth:  ______________________
Do you use a Dive Computer    YES/NO

Application for Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL)

Do you intend to apply for RPL for Open Water Dive Training?        YES/NO

If yes, you will need to fully complete pages 2 and 3.

Do you intend to apply for RPL for Diver First Aid?        YES/NO

If yes, you will need to fully complete pages 4 and 5.

Signature of Training Applicant:_____________________________

Date:  ____________________

ABALONE OPEN WATER DIVE COURSE (TAC)

Application for RPL

Open Water Dive Training

Course State Code No. 1862

Abalone Open Water Diving Course (TAC)

Unit 3 – Perform Open Water Dive

Applicant states that in excess of 100 hours Commercial Abalone Diving Experience has been completed in the course of their employment history and within the last 3 years.

YES/NO

If yes, the following information must be completed and the attached Statutory Declaration signed in front of a Justice of the Peace (JP) or Commissioner for Declarations (CD).

Employment History:

Employer 1     Name:  ___________________________________________________

Address  _____________________________________________________________

Date Entered Industry  ___________________Full or Part Time _________________

Dates Employed:       From________________    To _________________

Employer 2     Name:  ___________________________________________________

Address  _____________________________________________________________

Date Entered Industry  ___________________Full or Part Time _________________

Dates Employed:       From________________    To _________________

Please provide details of any additional work experience etc which may be relevant to your application for RPL.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

STATUTORY DECLARATION

Tasmania to wit:

I   ……………………………………………………………………………………….

(Full Name)

of ……………………………………………………………………………………….

(Residential Address)

in Tasmania solemnly and sincerely declare :

That the information contained in the attached Training Application for Recognition of Prior Learning – Commercial Abalone Diving Experience in Excess of 100 Hours within the last 3 years is, to the best of my knowledge, true and correct;

And I make this solemn declaration by virtue of Section 132 of the Evidence Act 1910.

_________________________ Signature

Declared at                                                     in Tasmania,

This                                              day of                                                  20

Before me

_________________________________________

Justice of the Peace/Commissioner for Declarations

ABALONE OPEN WATER DIVE COURSE (TAC)

Application for RPL

First Aid for Divers

Course State Code No. 1862

Abalone Open Water Diving Course (TAC)

Unit 4 – Application of appropriate First Aid Procedures

Applicant states that in the course of their employment history First Aid for Divers Course or equivalent including Oxygen Therapy has been completed and is current.

YES/NO

If yes, the following information must be completed and the attached Statutory Declaration signed in front of a Justice of the Peace (JP) or Commissioner for Declarations (CD).

CURRENT FIRST AID QUALIFICATIONS:

Training Provider
_________________________________________________

Course Title
_________________________________________________

Date Completed
_________________________________________________

Date of Expiry
_________________________________________________

A copy of the Course Certificate should be attached to this form.

Training Provider
_________________________________________________

Course Title
_________________________________________________

Date Completed
_________________________________________________

Date of Expiry
_________________________________________________

A copy of the Course Certificate should be attached to this form.

Please provide details of any additional information which may be relevant to your application for RPL.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

STATUTORY DECLARATION

Tasmania to wit:

I   ……………………………………………………………………………………….

(Full Name)

of ……………………………………………………………………………………….

(Residential Address)

in Tasmania solemnly and sincerely declare :

That the information contained in the attached Training Application for Recognition of Prior Learning – First Aid for Divers (current qualification) is, to the best of my knowledge, true and correct;

And I make this solemn declaration by virtue of Section 132 of the Evidence Act 1910.

_________________________ Signature

Declared at                                                     in Tasmania,

This                                              day of                                                  20

Before me

_________________________________________

Justice of the Peace/Commissioner for Declarations
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